
NOTES ON PROPOSED PASSAGE TO HAVERIGG THROUGH WALNEY 
CHANNEL

With thanks to Alan Parsons – March 2015 and Gary Pidduck – April 2015

General Advice:

You can’t go under Walney Bridge much before 2 hours before local HW as there 
won’t be enough water in the channel north of the bridge. Recommended for ‘deeper’
draft boats to go through 1 – 1.5 hours before local high water on a rising tide over 
8.9m. The bridge needs to be opened by prior demand. It’s normal to call the Bridge 
when level with the ‘second stbd post after sailing through the moorings approaching
the bridge. (Bridge 01229 820160, Operator 07768 142079 - Phil Turner).

Walney Channel fills and empties from both ends so the tidal stream will be initially 
against you going north. The tides meet up at ‘The Meetings’ north of the bridge. NB 
the tide was seen still flowing north under the bridge for over 1.5 hours after HW 
Liverpool. Barrow tides are approx. 20 minutes after Liverpool.

After going through the bridge, keep to stbd and follow the east bank past Barrow 
Sailing Club moorings then close to the RH ‘Wall’ ditch. Keep to stbd for circa 2nm 
and look for gabion baskets in the sea wall, a slag bank and then an outfall / inlet of 
‘Cocking Tunnel’. 

Then cross over to the west bank sailing N-NW through ‘The Meetings’. Follow the 
shore of the headland all the way in the deeper ‘Thompsons Gutter’ channel until 
round North End Haws into Scarth Channel. Continue to follow Scarth Channel west 
out to sea – heading for IoM.

NB Don’t go straight North from Walney Channel exit to Haverigg. There are the 
Duddon Sands which dry. 

After circa 2nm W from the northerly point of Walney Island turn NW for Waypoint 1 
and the following route:

Waypoint 1: 54°10.38N, 003 19.64W (just seaward of the Duddon Sands bar)˚

Waypoint 2: 54°10.66N, 003°19.14W

Waypoint 3: 54°10.91N, 003°18.09W

Waypoint 4: 54°11.14N, 003°17.16W

Waypoint 5 54°11.23N, 003°16.82W

This course is approx 075° and should be towards the lighthouse on the Haverigg 
sea wall. The channel should have 6-8 meters dropping to 3-4 meters when you 
approach ‘The Blocks’ ie the sea wall.



At Haverigg there is a large sand bank which offers protection for the moored and 
anchored boats except on the highest tides (over 9.5 meters). You cannot sail across
it safely. Waypoint 5 will bring you near the East end of the sand bank and you 
should look for a wooden pole on your port beam. When the bearing on the pole is 
approx 0° it should be exactly on your port beam. 

Turn to port steering N for the pole. Opposite the pole on the sand bank you should 
see a small red marker buoy. Steer midway between the pole and the red buoy (pole
on Starboard). Past the pole, steering N, there should be a pink mooring buoy or a 
blue fishing boat. Continue on this course until the line of moorings is in line and then
follow the line of moorings.  Alan has marked the hard sand mooring areas with 4 red
round buoys. (The area west of the river is generally hard sand, east can be muddy.)

The moorings dry approx 3 hours after HW. Best get there 2-2.5 hours after HW or 
before. The river bottom consists of small pebbles and mud. There are many chains 
in the area of the moorings- but can be dealt with at LW.

There are no rocks or hazards except steep banks on the south side of the river.

Eateries: Harbour Hotel (Pub) 01229 772764 – Best ring in advance.

Rugby Club 

 

Compiled by Roger Pearce 30/4/2015

Any changes / additions to me please:  http://www.glassonsailing.co.uk/contact.html


